〈 Editorial 〉 The Year in Review: 2011 vol. 4 / no. 6 A s we celebrate the fourth year anniversary of Foot & Ankle Specialist (FAS), it is appropriate to reflect on the past year, not only celebrating our successes but also recognizing our challenges and opportunities for improvement. FAS is pleased to nurture the growth of the foot and ankle discipline around the world providing an international perspective to the conversation. In this edition, we welcome Dr Rajiv Shah from India who outlines the development of subspecialty foot and ankle care to one of the world's largest populations. Communication between those who have participated in the rapid growth of foot and ankle in North America and the innovators who are in the challenging startup phase is critical to the ultimate integration of evidence-based medicine (EBM) protocols for the good of the world's population.
In 2011, we launched FAS European Edition with our European production office in London, England. We are excited with the prospects of having our European authors able to more directly share their experiences and research with their colleagues. Our editorial policy of publishing quality evidence-based research without bias to academic designations will continue to be our solid footing no matter where in the world our readership and authors originate.
Evidence-based medicine continues its appropriate growth in modern medical dialogue. In 2011, we launched a process for accurate identification of levels of evidence. The authors are asked to self rate their research and then our internal team led by Dr Jason DeVries either concurs or initiates further discussion and analysis. This system has worked well and like all processes has the occasional hiccups. In February 2011, we were privileged to publish a well-done article titled "A Retrospective Clinical Study of 188 Consecutive Patients to Examine the Effectiveness of a Biologically Active Cryopreserved Human Skin Allograft on the Treatment of Diabetic Foot Ulces and Venous Leg Ulcers" (Foot & Ankle Specialist, 2011; 4:29-40) . The contributors to this work included faculty members from Harvard University School of Medicine, and it was an excellent example of the research we want to publish in FAS. By our definitions this evidence-based medical article was a level 4 publication and hereinto lies the rub. Level 4 data does not correlate to less significant work and Dr Landsman and his colleagues are to be congratulated on the sound study with significant scientific rigor. We at FAS will continue to work toward fair, transparent, and accurate evidence-based ranking. We are pleased to be part of this discussion on EBM and strive to be part of the evolution toward a uniform EBM ranking system across all scholarly journals.
Thank you to all of our reviewers, section editors, and board members, without you the fine accomplishments of FAS in 2011 would not have been possible. Thanks to Lowell Weil for accepting the challenge of co-editor and filling the big shoes left by Bob Bavarian. Last, thank you for being loyal readers and contributors. We are all in this together-furthering the science and discipline of foot and ankle medicine.
Gregory C. Berlet, MD
Co-Editor
